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the town, January 6, 1778, and remained overnight at the inn, and in 
November the French minister Gerard, Don Juan de Miralles, and 
Silas Deane, escorted by Bishop Ettwein, came sight-seeing. 

Ed. Penna. Mag. 

Samuel Mebedith. — The letter of Samuel Meredith (Pennsyl- 
vania Magazine, Vol. XVII. p. 211) is to be found among the letters 
of Thomas Wharton, of Philadelphia. 

Ed. Penna. Mag. 

City of Philadelphia Flag. — The so-called flag of the city is 
merely the display of the city seal, the device and colors of which were 
established by ordinances of June 22, 1854 (p. 17), and February 14, 
1874 (p. 55). David W. Sellees. 

Seybeet (Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. XVIII. p. 386).— The 
Seybert referred to is doubtless Adam Seybert, a Democratic politician, 
and at the time a member of Congress from Philadelphia. He was a 
chemist or druggist, — whence the " doctor," — and this profession of his 
furnished his political opponents a frequent source of ridicule. He was 
a supporter of Madison, while the writer of the " Hit" was presumably 
in favor of Clinton for the presidency. Seybert was apparently on an 
electioneering tour for Madison. The " bottles containing extracts from 
a newly discovered caucus root, lately found at Washington" is of course 
a fling against the system of nominating for President by Congressional 
caucus. Madison was so nominated, but both before and long after his 
date the system was very much opposed. William M. Meigs. 

Ogden (Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. XVI. p. 253). — A. B. M. I. 
will please send present address to 

Ed. Penna. Mag. 



HlSTOEY OF THE EELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FEIENDS, CALLED BY SOME 

the Feee Quakers, in the City of Philadelphia. By 

Charles Wetherill. Philadelphia, 1894. 118 pp. 
The old brick meeting-house at the corner of Fifth and Arch Streets, 
since 1841 occupied by the Apprentices' Library Company, has probably 
been the subject of more inquiry than many of the edifices of a past age 
in the city, mainly occasioned by the closing paragraph of the inscrip- 
tion on the marble tablet built into the north gable. The Society of 
Free Quakers, but more familiarly known as the " Fighting Quakers," 
who erected the building " in the year of our Lord 1783, of the Empire 
8," was founded by a number of Friends who took part during our war 
for independence, either in the military or civil service, and were for 
such participation disowned. Conspicuous among these founders were 
Timothy Matlack, a colonel of militia and a member of the Committee 
of Safety ; the brothers Colonel Clement and Owen Biddle and William 
Crispin, of the quartermaster's and commissary departments of the 
army ; Christopher Marshall, the diarist, a member of the Committee of 
Safety; and Peter Thomson, printer of the Continental money. Among 
.the women were Lydia Darragh, who, it is said, notified Washington of 
the intended surprise of his army, then encamped at White Marsh, and 
Elizabeth Claypoole, who was employed by Congress to manufacture 
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American flags. After our independence had been obtained and politi- 
cal differences died away, some of those who had served in the army 
made acknowledgment to their meetings and were received back into 
membership, and so before very long the Free Quakers — never a large 
body — became comparatively few in number. About the year 1836, 
when the last survivor of the original members died, the Sunday meet- 
ings of the Society ceased, but since 1882 yearly meetings have been 
regularly held, which has revived an interest and led to an increased 
membership. On one point the members of the Society have certainly 
lived up to the precepts of their patriotic founders, for in every war 
since the Revolution, in which the United States has been engaged, 
involving resistance to invasion, either by foreign enemy or domestic 
traitor, the members of the Society of Free Quakers have done faithful 
service. Mr. Wetherill has divided his history into three periods : the 
Colonial, in which he briefly gives some consideration to the nature of 
Friends and their peculiarities of faith and practice ; the Revolutionary, 
in which he sets forth at length the causes which led to the founding of 
the Society ; and the Modern, which deals with events of the present 
century ; and an appendix contains copies of addresses and petitions, a 
list of all the members of the Society, and one of the survivors in 1894, 
besides other interesting matter. The work is a valuable contribution 
to the local history of the city, and the author is to be congratulated 
on the results of his researches. The book is well printed on excellent 
paper, and contains an illustration of the ancient meeting-house. The 
edition is limited to eight hundred copies. 

Heraldry in America. By Eugene Zieber. Published by the De- 
partment of Heraldry of the Bailey, Banks & Biddle Company. 
Philadelphia, 1895. Quarto. 427 pp. 
This volume is designed to meet a felt want in America for a popular 
work on heraldry, and the compiler has grouped in a concise and intel- 
ligent manner all that is necessary to enable the student correctly to 
interpret and apply the manifold laws of the science of arms. A num- 
ber of chapters are devoted to the necessity of heraldry, misappropria- 
tion of arms, the use of the crest in America, rules to govern heraldry 
in America, arms of Pennsylvania families, Colonial and Revolutionary 
societies and American orders, book-plates, French and German heraldry, 
with a glossary of English, French, and obsolete heraldic terms, and a 
very full index. The work is so systematized that the laws of heraldry 
are made perfectly clear. More than nine hundred and fifty illustrations 
are distributed throughout the text, together with lithographed plates 
in colors, steel plates, copper-plate etchings, and half-tones. Among 
these will be found the United States arms and seal, and seals of the 
Departments, seals of the Colonies, Territories, and States, seals of 
American bishops, seals of individuals, coats of arms from tombstones, 
insignia of Colonial and Revolutionary societies and American orders, 
coats of arms of prominent Colonial families, and American book-plates. 
This handsome work is of quarto size (eight by eleven inches), and is 

Erinted on heavy supercalendered paper. Price, in red cloth, $10 ; 
andsomely bound in full red Turkey morocco, gilt edges, $15. 

Publications op the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, 

Vol. I., No. 1, January, 1895. 40 pp. 

This Society is to be congratulated on the first publication of some 

of the valuable material it has collected, and the Board of Directors 

announce that if the proper financial encouragement is received, it will 
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be continued periodically. They have abundance of material available, 
such as church registers, deeds, wills, family papers, and copies of 
tombstone inscriptions, all indispensable aids in the preparation of 
family genealogies. The titles of the papers which appear are "The 
Sailing of the Ship ' Submission' in 1682, with a True Copy of the Ves- 
sel's Log ;" " Inscriptions on some Ancient Tombstones, formerly in the 
Burial-Ground of the First Presbyterian Church, on Bank Street," illus- 
trated ; " John Hart, Governor of Maryland, 1714-1720 ;" " Some Data 
concerning the taking of Wolves in New Castle County in 1676, and a 
Eeprint of the Taxables ;" and "Notices of the Justices of New Castle." 
The editing has been intelligently done, and many foot-notes are valu- 
able additions to the text. Good, clear type, excellent paper, and an 
attractive cover are characteristics of the number before us. We hope 
that the present departure from the path heretofore followed by the 
Society will be appreciated and meet with the encouragement it deserves. 

The Massacre of Wyoming. The Acts of Congress for the Defence 
of the Wyoming Valley, Pennsylvania, 1776-1778 : with the Peti- 
tions of the Sufferers by the Massacre of July 3, 1778, for Congres- 
sional A'd. By Eev. Horace Edwin Hayden, M.A. Wilkesbarre, 
Pennsylvania, 1895. 8vo. 85 pp. 
This is another valuable contribution to the history of the Wyoming 
Valley, which has just been issued by the Wyoming Historical and Geo- 
logical Society, in attractive form. It contains the acts of the Conti- 
nental Congress for the defence of the valley, the petitions of the sufferers 
by the massacre for aid, resolutions of and petitions to the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania, affidavits of nineteen of the survivors of the massacre, the 
ratables of Westmoreland in 1781, and an introductory chapter by the 
compiler, all of which is of the highest value to the student of the his- 
tory of the Eevolutionary period. The certificate of protection to Lieu- 
tenant Scovelland his party, in the handwriting of Colonel John Butler 
(reproduced for frontispiece), appears to definitely settle the question as 
to who was the Indian leader at the massacre of Wyoming. 

The Virginia Magazine or History and Biography. — From the 
annual report of the Virginia Historical Society it is gratifying to learn 
that its magazine is held in such high esteem by historical students gen- 
erally, and that there is a growing demand for it from all parts of the 
United States. This is not undeserved, for the policy adopted from the 
beginning is to be continued, and the forecast for the present year, in 
addition to the Fitzhugh letters, will include the Byrcl letters, which 
throw light on the trade transactions of Virginia and England in the 
seventeenth century, and also contain much valuable genealogical data : 
the instructions to Governor Yeardley, to Harvey, Berkeley, Culpeper, 
and Howard. The January number opens with the first instalment of 
the " Virginia Officers and Men in the Continental Line," which we 
hope will be supplemented by the rosters of the State militia covering 
the same period. A regular department of genealogy has been intro- 
duced, the Flournoy Family being compiled for the present number. 
We extend our congratulations to our contemporary for the general ex- 
cellence of its material and its good type and paper. 

The Valley Forge Commission.— We have received the report of 
the Valley Forge Commission for the year 1894, made to the Governor 
of the Commonwealth, from which we find that a topographical survey 
of the camp-site has been made, and that about two hundred and 
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eighteen acres have been acquired by purchase and condemnation. The 
Commission recommend that an appropriation be made to preserve and 
maintain the redoubts and intrenchments, and to build roads and paths 
to make them accessible to the public ; and furthermore, that the limits 
of the park be increased, not exceeding in all three hundred acres. A 
reprint of the oration of the late Henry Armitt Brown, delivered in 
June of 1878, also accompanies the report. The members of the com- 
mission are Francis M. Brook, President ; F. D. Stone, W. J. Latta, 
Hon. Samuel W. Pennypacker, Henry A. Muhlenberg, Levi G. Mc- 
Cauley, Tatnall Paulding, Joel J. Baily, Samuel Hartranft, and William 
Wayne. 

The Perkiomen Region, Past and Present, edited by Henry S. 
Dotterer, is the name of the excellent little historical monthly the 
initial number of which was issued in September of 1894. The re- 
searches of its editor are not confined to the history and genealogy of 
the Perkiomen Valley, but cover the county of Montgomery and con- 
tiguous localities, the pioneer settlers of which founded families whose 
upright citizenship and meritorious achievements have done much for 
the prosperity of the State. The field is rich in material, and the edi- 
tor's reputation as a local historian is so well known that we bespeak 
for the magazine the substantial encouragement it merits. Send sub- 
scription (one dollar per annum) to Post-Office Box 316, Philadelphia. 

The American Historical Register. — Since the first issue of this 
new serial, in September of last year, it has been steadily gaining in its 
clientage among historical students and all persons who are interested 
in patriotic hereditary societies. The historical articles have been 
selected with care, its " Autograph Department" is valuable, the de- 
partment relating to the hereditary societies ably edited, and " Notes 
and Queries" contains new and interesting material. Typographically 
the publication is attractive and liberally illustrated. Published by the 
Historical Register Publishing Company, No. 120 South Sixth Street, 
Philadelphia, at $3 per annum. 

Notes and Queries, Historical and Genealogical. By William Henry 
Egle, M.D. Vol.1. 496 pp. 
Since 1878, Dr. Egle has been contributing weekly to the Harrisburg 
Daily Telegraph his " Notes and Queries," devoted to the elucidation of 
the history, biography, and genealogy of our Commonwealth, which 
have gained so high a reputation for reliability and are so largely con- 
sulted that he has been induced to collect and publish the first series in 
the more convenient form before us. The data embraced in this first 
volume relate mainly to the central section of the State, but the scope 
of the three succeeding series has been much enlarged, and every student 
of Pennsylvania history is indebted to Dr. Egle for preserving so much 
valuable material which otherwise would have been lost. Copies may 
be obtained from the Harrisburg Publishing Company. 



